in many ways a unique journal. Journals of medical history are not numerous but they publish widely and more than just the life stories of doctors and nurses, the institutions at which they practise and their special interests. The JMB does not publish much about the living, nor does it promote hagiography. Our thanks go to John for introducing to us a journal of very special interest and, no less, to those at the Royal Society of Medicine Press known to him (and to this new Editor) for their patience and hard work.
Editorials give the opportunity to draw together within each issue the themes engendered by the articles to be found there. Signed editorials have special significance and will be commissioned. Unsolicited editorials will also be welcomed on matters of topical importance, though this is not a guarantee of publication! Let us hope many more readers will become contributors. Generally space is in short supply. Fillers therefore will be welcomed especially, as they can use parts of the page which otherwise would be unused. Readers are already well served by an hors d'oeuvre of plaques, statues and memorials, but may like to send in, singly or as series, short items of interest to fit at the end of the page of some articles. Aphorisms can be thought provoking and sometimes fun; each should be referenced and each snippet acknowledged with the sender's name. Medical philately is well provided for in a multitude of journals but medical instruments and equipment are not. Always, though, biography must remain paramount in the journal.
The JMB plans to reach out further into the international sphere and to render the Editorial Advisory Board increasingly more representative of geography, specialty and interests. Readers will notice the short summary (to provide more information for searchers using MEDLINE), the biographical details, and the loss of the keywords since such clues are served better by words in the title and summary and these can be retrieved electronically.
A journal of medical biography should note the passing of Owsei Temkin. Best known among neuroscientists for his work The Falling Sickness: A History of Epilepsy from the Greeks to the Beginnings of Modern Neurology, he has published widely in medical history. "On Second Thought" and Other Essays in the History of Medicine and Science has encapsulated in one volume 16 of his perceptive essays. The Emeritus Professorship of the History of Medicine at the Johns Hopkins University was well conferred and his writing on ethics in medicine has explored the Hippocratic oath, moral implications of the concept of disease and the idea of respect for life. The last of these is as important now as it was when he wrote in 1976 and no less important than in 1948 when the postwar Declaration of Geneva came into being.
We wish John Moll well in his continuing career in writing and recall his magnificent volume Presidents of the Royal Society of Medicine. As this journal enters its second decade it is clear that the quality and quantity of papers submitted for publication means that unavoidably some will be rejected but usually for reasons of space rather than lack of quality. A biographical feast awaits readers in 2003. This issue brings with it the pen, the balance and the style of a new Editor. JMB has been well served over its first 10 years by its Foundation Editor, Dr John Moll. Under the stewardship of the two editors many firsts have been and will be published in order that the evolving and never-ending chronology of the health sciences might have datum points -of time, place and persons. By such, the perspective of contemporary health will be the better interpreted. The history of medicine is an essential tool for the present, for the wise use such knowledge to improve the quality of decisions that will determine the future.
Christopher Gardner-Thorpe

Exeter, UK Editor
Firsts
This issue of JMB contains scholarly analyses of an amazing collection of firsts. They range from an analysis of one of Plato's physicians, Eryximachus, a first-hand account of nutrition in a charity school, a new and persuasive analysis of the cause of Nietzsche's dementia and a first biography of the pioneer temperance physician Charles Syder.
The broad sweep of history has documented many firsts that record the primary datum for famous discoveries and inventions'. Against this background of great milestones, our personal and professional lives tend to focus not only on the great nodes of history but on specific themes of focused relevance apposite to our often superspecialized interests and passions. For example,
